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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

 
 

Thursday - July 22nd  
 
                     8:00 am Certification Exams Registration                   
       8:30ð10:30 am Certification Exams             
 CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

  ö Understanding Subsidized Housing 

  ö IDESðEconomic Information and Analysis Overview  

       12:00ð1:15 pm  LUNCHðAnnual Meeting  

         1:15 ï2:45 pm  Concurrent Sessions  

  ö IDES's Employment Services 

  ö Benefits Check Up & Other Online Tools 

          2:45 ï3:00 pm  BREAK  

          3:00 - 4:30 pm  CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

  ö Illinois Welcoming Center Services for New Immigrants 

  ö Increasing Empathy in Professionals though Narrative  

  Theory and the Life Course Experience  

     4:45pmð5:45 pm  ö Networking Reception 

   
 

Friday - July 23rd  
 

                       8:00 am Certification Exams Registration                   
           8:30ð10:30 am Certification Exams             
           8:30ð10:00 am CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

   ö Making the Connection: A Guide to Public Benefits (Part I) 

  ö Child Care and Abuse Prevention 

           10:15ð11:45 am            ö Making the Connection: A Guide to Public Benefits (Part 2) 

  ö Crisis Calls (Common Mental Illness & How to Manage) 

         11:45amð1:15 pm   LUNCHð211 Update  

  CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

                 1:15ð2:45 pm  ö Making the Connection: A Guide to Public Benefits (Part 3) 

  ö How to Work with the Media 

                   2:45ð3:00 pm  BREAK  

               3:00pmð4:30 pm   ö Making the Connection: A Guide to Public Benefits (Part 4) 

  ö Internet Safety for the Elderly 
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ILLINOIS AIRS  

Professional Certification  
 

Illinois AIRS provides an opportunity to take the following AIRS 
professional certification examinations on either Thursday or 
Friday morning. 

  Certified Information and Referral Specialist (CIRS) 

  Certified Information and Referral for Aging (CIRS-A) 

  Certified Resource Specialist (CRS) 

In order to take any of these examinations at the conference you 
must have: 

  Completed the application process with the AIRS 
Virginia office (including submitting payment of 
application registration fees) at least 30 days prior to 
the Illinois AIRS Conference (applications for these 
exams are available on the AIRS website listed below).  

  Registered to attend the Illinois AIRS Conference in 
one of three ways: 

1. Full conference 

2. Single day registration for Thursday July 

22nd or Friday (including lunch)  

3. Test only 

For further information about the CIRS, CIRS-A or CRS process, 
contact AIRS directly:   

                                                                            

    AIRS 

11240 Waples Mill Road, Suite 200 

  Fairfax, Virginia, 22030 

  (703) 218-AIRS ext. 201 

        Website:  http://www.airs.org 

NOTE: 
 

If you will be 
taking the test 

please arrive 30 
minutes prior to 
the start time of 

8:30 am 
   

If you are not  
registered with 
AIRS for the 

tests, you  
are not eligible 

to sit for the 
exam.    

 
Exceptions to 
this ruling will 

not be allowed. 

SPECIAL NOTICE  
 

We are not offering basic I&R/I&A training  
at this conference.  Individuals that will be testing are 

encouraged to use the online training tools available at 
www.airs.org.  We also encourage those taking the test 
to study the ABCôs of I&R published by AIRS and avail-

able for purchase on their website. 
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The Doubletree Hotel Bloomington, convenient to I-55, I-74 and I-39, is just  

minutes away from area corporations and some of the best golf in Illinois. State 

Farm Corporate and Regional offices, Country Insurance Financial Services,  

The Interstate Center, Illinois State University and Wesleyan University are within 

close proximity, as well as many Central Illinois regional and national corporations. 

The well-equipped Business Center insures your productivity while on the road.  

The hotel offers complimentary shuttle service to and from nearby Central Illinois 

Regional Airport Bloomington-Normal (BMI) and AMTRAK from our newly  

remodeled upscale hotel, which is centrally located in one of the fastest growing 

metropolitan areas in Illinois. 

 

For family fun, vacation, or historical outing, the Doubletree Hotel Bloomington  

is a great place to be. Visit the U.S. Cellular Coliseum for Arena indoor football  

or United Hockey League games, Miller Park Zoo, the McLean County Museum  

of History, the Constitution Trail, the Prairie Aviation Museum, the David Davis 

Mansion, Mitsubishi Motors plant tours, Franklin Park Historical District, Fairview 

Family Aquatic Center and more. Eastland Mall and the Shoppes at College Hills  

are within a few minutes drive for the shopper in your group. No trip to  

Bloomington is complete without stopping by the one and only home of  

Bloomington's BEER NUTS factory and Company Stores. 

 

185 warmly furnished guest rooms and 12 luxuriously appointed whirlpool suites 

feature exceptional comforts like our Sweet Dreams beds, Wolfgang Puck Coffee, 

Neutrogena® amenities, as well as modern must-haves like complimentary wireless 

high-speed Internet access throughout the Doubletree Hotel Bloomington. 

 

Conference and Lodging Information 

Page 6 

Conference Lodging Information 

DoubletreeðBloomington 

10 Brickyard Dr, Bloomington, IL 61701 

309-664-6446 

Conference Rate: $99/night 

 

Directions  
From Chicago-Interstate 55 to exit 167 Veterans Parkway/

Business 55 South to Brickyard Drive-turn right.  

From Northwest (example Rockford)-Take 39 South to 55 

North, take exit 167 Veterans Parkway go South for 5 

miles. Turn right on Brickyard Drive.  

From North (example Chicago)-Take 55 South to exit 167 

Veterans Parkway. Go south for 5 miles. Turn right on 

Brickyard Drive.  

From South (example Springfield & St. Louis)-Take 55 N 

to Business 55/Veterans Parkway for 3 mi. north to Brick-

yard Drive-turn left.  

From West (example Peoria)-Take 74 East to 55 North, take 

exit 167 Veterans Parkway approx. 5 mi. South to Brick-

yard Drive-turn right.  

From South (example Decatur)-Take 51 North to Veterans 

Parkway/Business 55. Go north approx. 2 miles to Brick-

yard Drive-turn left.  

From East (example Champaign & Indianapolis)-Take 74 

West to exit Business 55/Veterans Parkway. Go north for 3 

miles to Brickyard Drive-turn left.  

From the Central Illinois Regional Airport-Take route 9 

west to Veterans Parkway (2 miles). Go left (south) on 

Veterans Parkway for 2 miles to Brickyard Drive and turn 

right into hotel.  


